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WELCOME TO THE FIRST EDITION 

The Parish Councils of Furneux Pelham and Stocking Pelham welcome 

residents to this new community magazine, which will be delivered 

free of charge to every home in the two villages.  

Its aim is to help create a clear local identity by promoting village 

events and activities and reporting on items of interest. While its very 

early days are being supported by the two Parish Councils, we hope it 

will soon be wholly supported by advertising revenue, so please do 

support our advertisers if you can. 

The central contact point is our email address 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com, where you can send contributions, 

pictures, comments, ideas for new features, and offers of help 

(please!).  

We hope you enjoy it. Each paper edition will be delivered at the 

beginning of each month and will be available electronically later in the 

month. 

Cover photo 

The cover photo shows a postcard of Barleycroft End, Furneux Pelham taken 

at some time after 1920. Evidence of the date is provided by the telegraph 

pole. 1920 was the year in which the first telephone was installed at what is 

now The Old Post Office, run by Albert Henry Bayford. He and his wife also 

sold confectionery. Rayment’s brewery was connected in 1926, followed by 

Stocking Pelham Hall and Furneux Pelham Hall in 1929.  

By the start of the Second World War, there were still only fourteen telephones 

in the two villages. At the time the typical farm labourer’s wage in the villages 

was £2-00 a week and the weekly rent of a small cottage was 15p!  

If you have a photo of either village that you would like to see on future covers, 

please send an electronic copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com or send an 

email contact to arrange scanning.  Next month, the cover will feature the late, 

lamented Cock Inn at Stocking Pelham. 

Thank you.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY? 

Send in details of your event if you would like it listed…. 

Thu 9th 
Furneux Pelham Parish 
Council meeting 

8:00pm FP Village Hall 

Mon 13th Community Morning 10:30am FP Village Hall 

Wed 15th  
Stocking Pelham 
Parish Council 

7:00pm SP Village Hall 

Wed 15th 
History Group 
meeting 

8:00pm FP Village Hall 

Sat 25th Coffee Shop 10:30am FP Church 

 

 

 

Use your Village Halls 
 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

The village hall has good facilities for a wide variety of functions and 

activities. Capacity for approximately 80 people. 

Enquiries to Anna Shaw at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or on  

01279 777817 

 

Stocking Pelham Village Hall 

Renovated and perfect for parties of 60-80 people, for classes or 

meetings. 

Enquiries to Sarah Hutchins at sarahhutchins80@gmail.com or on 

01279 777326 

 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sarahhutchins80@gmail.com
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

January 2020 
 

Sunday 5th Jan  Epiphany 
9.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) Furneux Pelham 
  
Sunday 12th Jan  The Baptism of Christ 
11.15am   Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
  
Sunday 19th Jan  Epiphany 2   
9.30am   Café Church  Furneux Pelham 
  
Sunday 26th Jan  Epiphany 3 
11.15am   Morning Worship  Furneux Pelham  

 
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 
Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing.  
 
The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD  
 
Each week in the Benefice there is a traditional Holy Communion service at 
one of the churches and an all age service (family friendly) at another of the 
churches.  Every fifth Sunday of the month, there is a service at St Mary’s, 
Stocking Pelham.  We welcome people of every age and stage of faith.  
Additionally our churches celebrate all the major festivals. 
 
Rev’d Julie Gawthrope is available to conduct weddings, baptisms 
(christenings), blessings, funerals and she is also available for pastoral 
enquiries. Please note her usual day off is Friday.  All the churches have 
adopted the Diocese's Safeguarding policies and practice. 
 
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 
 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 
Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

 

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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BOOK CLUB 

A lovely group of young and old gathered in July at the Brewery Tap for 

our first village book club meeting. 

Given our first choice, it remains a wonderful mystery to me that we all 

re-convened at all in August, for it was generally agreed that ‘Milkman’ 

by Anna Burns (winner of 2018 Booker) was a challenging narrative. 

To soothe our ragged intellects we indulged in the detective fiction of 

Kate Atkinson and her detective Jackson Brodie in ‘Blue Sky’ before 

heading into the romantic nostalgia for the past as represented in Chris 

Hadley’s ‘Hollow Places’.  Chris is a local author; the book has sparked 

amazing reviews in the major presses and we were so fortunate that 

Chris was able to come and talk to us about his incredible journey into 

the legends of the past.  It really is very special that we have such an 

author in our village. 

Unknown to most of us the following two authors, Roman Gary (who 

won the Prix Concord twice, once under a pen name) and American 

Amor Towles whose books respectively are ‘The Kites’ and ‘A 

Gentleman in Moscow’, opened up a whole new world of fine 

literature. 

We are closing the year with Alan Bennett whose ‘Four Stories’ will 

meet their critique when we gather in December. 

In January, it is the bicentennial of Anne Bronte’s birth and we are 

acknowledging this least well known of the sisters by tackling ‘The 

Tenant of Wildfell Hall’.  All of us are bursting with ideas for the coming 

year and I have every reason to believe that we will choose some 

amazing texts. 

On a practical note, we meet the first Tuesday of every month, and as 

with any group, membership can fluctuate, so if anyone would like to 

go on our waiting list, please let me know. 

Thank you to all my fellow book club aficionados – we have made a 

super start. 

July Ramsey (july.ramsey@btinternet.com) 

mailto:july.ramsey@btinternet.com
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 15th 

January in Stocking Pelham Village Hall.  Please check the website for 

the agenda and other information www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk  

 

SHANDYGAFF 

This obsolete term referred to a mixture of beer and ginger ale. It 

would probably be no longer remembered locally, if renowned 

author H.G. Wells had not walked to The Cock in Stocking Pelham 

in the 1920s, while enjoying a long weekend in the country at Little 

Hadham. He wrote:- ““They took a long route by field and lane 

through Albury and Furneaux Pelham to the little inn at Stocking 

Pelham, where they got some hard biscuits and cheese and 

shandygaff, and came home by way of Patmore Heath”. 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham 
 

What’s on in your Village Hall 
 

in January 
 

Mondays  Exercise class (contact 07796 531071) 

   7.30pm to 8.30pm 
 

Monday 13th  Community Morning 
   10.30am to 11.45am 
 

Tuesdays  Table tennis 
   7.30pm to 9.30pm (from Jan 7th) 
 

Wednesday 15th Furneux Pelham History Group 
   8.00pm 
 

Thursdays  Post Office 
   12 noon to 4.00pm 

 

Thursday 2nd  Cottontails (parents & little ones group) 

   9.30am to 11.30am 
 

Thursday 9th  Furneux Pelham Parish Council meeting 
   8.00pm 
 

Fridays  Table tennis 
   11.30am to 1.30pm 
 

   Tuck Shop 
   3.15pm to 4.30pm (from Jan 10th) 

 

If you would like to book your own event in the Village Hall please 

contact Anna Shaw on 01279 777817 or at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk 

 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council – Summary of meeting on  

7th November 2019 

Mrs Tracy Langlois was nominated and seconded for co-option to the 

vacant position on the Parish Council and was unanimously supported. 

Key points from the meeting were: - 

1. A ‘social prescribing’ network, based in the Hadhams, gave a 
presentation on how the village could help improve both mental and 
physical health of its residents. This will be evaluated further. 

2. The Parish Council committed up to £900 to support the initial months 
of ‘The Pelhams’ magazine, until a sustainable advertising base has 
been developed.  

3.  ‘Spruce up the village’ A comprehensive survey of missing/damaged 
village signs and other assets (e.g. benches) has been completed by 
two local residents and will be communicated to Hertfordshire 
Highways. In addition, two other residents have cleaned as many of 
the existing village signs as possible. Look out also in the spring for the 
daffodils that have been planted around the existing village signs. 

4. Residents’ concerns regarding speeding in the village will be discussed 
with Hertfordshire County Council and the police at a meeting early in 
the New Year. Similar concerns exist in Stocking Pelham, Albury and 
Little Hadham, so a consistent approach can be taken across all the 
parishes. 

The next meeting is on Thursday, 9th January in FP Village Hall at 8pm. 

The full draft minutes will be available on the website in due course – 

please see http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/meetings.php  

Knitted poppies 

Thank you for everyone who gave so generously in purchasing knitted 

poppies. The total raised was £70.75p which has been given to the 

Royal British Legion. A special thank you to Carole Sagar of Whitebarns 

who kindly delivered some for me. They will be on sale again next year 

in the village hall or from me at 5 Whitebarns. 

My thanks again.  

Tracey Bayford 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/meetings.php
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RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS  

AND BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

There is now a Salvation Army recycling bin in the 

Parish Council car park. Please put items in a bag and 

deposit in the bin. These are sorted into items suitable 

for sale in their UK charity shops, shipped overseas for 

sale or sold in bulk for recycling.  

Using the bank is a convenient way to increase the useful life of your 

unwanted items, minimise material going to landfill, and also produces 

a cash sum for spending on community projects in the village. 

 

 

 

On behalf of Pelham’s Preschool, we would 

like to say a massive thank you to all who 

supported our ‘festive quiz’ evening on 

Tuesday 26th November, at the Brewery Tap.  

It was a great evening and huge thanks to July Ramsay, who did a 

tremendous job of putting the quiz together, along with providing the 

quiz goers with yummy nibbles. Preschool raised an amazing £450, so 

thank you all for your support. 
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HALF MARATHON HEROES! 

On 24th November Louise Seddon and Bob Deacon ran the 

Hertfordshire Half Marathon at Knebworth House. It was a much 

tougher event than anticipated and considering up until 2 weeks 

before Louise had never run more than six miles she was over the 

moon with her performance, running consistent 10-minute miles right 

up until the last one. A hilly course overall there was a real killer hill at 

10 miles but the last mile consisted of a steep downhill which pounded 

knees into submission before a very tough last half mile to the finish. 

But both finished in fine style. Bob was delighted to find that he was 

second in his class. Next races (same distance) 15 Dec for Bob and 25 

Jan for Louise, she really has got the bug now. For Bob it is ongoing 

training ready for London in April when he will be running the 

Marathon in support of Mencap, repeating his first foray for them 

some 38 years earlier, although his time is unlikely to match those 

achieved in the heady days of the 1980s. If you wish to support his 

endeavours for this most worthy cause you can find his sponsorship 

page on uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BobDeacon1 

Look out for details of fundraising events in “The Pelhams” over the 

next couple of months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 

Stocking Pelham Christmas Lights 

The Stocking Pelham Christmas lights were officially switched on early 

Sunday evening December 8th.A good crowd gathered outside White 

Hart Farm and enjoyed mulled wine, sausage rolls with soft drinks and 

sweets for the youngsters. 

As in previous years the names of children in the village, local area and 

pre-school were drawn from a hat and this 

time it was Georgie Featherstone’s turn to 

flick the switch and light up the tree. 

Mike Hutchins thanked all those who came 

on what was a cold blustery evening and 

also for donations to a local charity that 

would be collected during the get together 

stating that last year £200.00 was given to 

an extremely grateful Bishop’s Stortford 

food bank. 

He also pointed out that there had been a 

number of very successful events in the village during 2019 not least 

the ‘Pop Up Pubs’ which were all well supported and great fun. 

 During the evening £200.00 was collected and donated to the local 

branch of the Salvation army for their 2019 Christmas campaign. 

A big thankyou to all those who helped notably David and Catherine for 

hosting the event outside their home. Also, to everyone on the night 

including Jo, Hans, Mike, Bridget and Suzanne Hutchins, whose honey 

glazed cocktail sausages went down a storm, plus of course Georgie for 

throwing the switch. 

Plus, finally a thanks to those who helped put up three strings of new 

lights namely David Featherstone, William, Ted, Hans, John Balaam, 

Lee Anderson and Mike. 
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Drivers warned after rise in theft of keyless vehicles 

We are continuing to receive reports from Hertfordshire residents whose 

“keyless” vehicles have been stolen. If your vehicle uses a vicinity key, 

please follow the below advice. 

What is a vicinity key? If your vehicle has a vicinity key, you only have to 

be near the vehicle for it to detect the key’s signal and unlock.  The key’s 

signal only has to be present to enable you to press a button to turn on 

the engine. 

Keyless theft: how it works This is where a vehicle is stolen without the 

thief having physical access to the key. The crime can be committed 

without the thief entering your home.  The thief can detect the key’s 

signal from outside your home and use a signal boosting device to “boost” 

the signal, making your vehicle think the key is nearby. You can see it 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pffcngJJq0 

Protect Your Vehicle: Keep your vicinity key in a signal blocking pouch 

which stops the signal from your key. You can source suppliers of Police 

approved ‘Secured By Design’ RFID signal blocking pouches at: 

www.securedbydesign.com/member-companies/accredited-products-

RFID 

Keep keys away from the front of your property; upstairs and hidden away 

is preferable. Check your Manual or with your Dealer if it is possible to 

switch the key’s signal off. Check regularly for software updates for the 

car.  For additional security, consider purchasing a steering wheel lock. If 

your vehicle has an alarm or immobiliser, ensure it is enabled. If your 

vehicle doesn’t have a Tracker, consider fitting one. Vehicles equipped 

with tracking devices are often promptly recovered. Purchase devices to 

‘Thatcham’ and ‘SBD’ approval. 

https://www.securedbydesign.com/member-companies/accredited-

product-Vehicle Security 

Terry Morris, Watch Liaison Officer (wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk) 

  

mailto:wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk
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School News 

We have had a great start to the year at Furneux Pelham School!  We 

had a busy few weeks before we finished for the Christmas holidays.  

Read all about the range of opportunities our pupils have enjoyed 

over the last few months.   

Vote for Change! 

Pupils at Furneux Pelham School have elected their new School Council and 

Eco Committee.  In late September, hustings began and 

posters for candidates appeared around school.  Our 

school hall became a polling station two Fridays in a row 

and pupil voters arrived to hear some impressively 

persuasive speeches, written and presented by 

candidates.  After listening to their manifestos, all pupils 

placed their votes and awaited news of the new 

committees.   

Hello Yellow! 

As part of our focus on good mental health 

and wellbeing, we marked Young Minds’ 

Hello Yellow day this year.  Pupils came to 

school dressed in yellow and raised money 

for the Young Minds charity, but more 

importantly they raised awareness of mental 

health.  During the day pupils learnt about 

strategies for maintaining good mental 

health and all created badges and a giant 

paper chain to remind others of ways to stay healthy mentally. 

 

If you would like to support the children’s learning at our school, you can 
donate via 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/furneuxpelhamceschool. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/furneuxpelhamceschool
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Dear Santa 
This week, pupils in Vivaldi Class (Reception and 

Year 1) wrote letters to Father Christmas.  Using 

their road safety skills – Stop, Look and Listen! – 

pupils walked from the school to the post box in 

the village to post their letters.  Just as we 

finished posting them, the postman arrived!  

Vivaldi Class were lucky enough to enjoy a 

demonstration of the process for collecting the 

letters too.  “Do you get cold when you take the 

letters to the North Pole?” asked one of the children.    

Sporting Achievements 

We have attended several competitions this term.  Year 3 and 4 took part in a 

tri-golf competition as part of the Bishop’s Stortford Sports Partnership.  They 

practised new skills and enjoyed working as part of a team.  Year 5 and 6 

were very successful in a Hockey tournament organised by the same 

partnership.  The competition was divided into a ‘cup’ and ‘plate’ competition 

- they came away victorious, having won first place in the ‘plate’ competition.  

Pupils in Year 5 and 6 also participated in a Small Schools Football 

Tournament in Bushey: both teams got through to the knock-out stages, with 

one team reaching the semi-finals.  The final competition of the term was for 

Kwik Cricket; Year 3 and 4 took part and although they didn’t get a place in 

the finals, all had great fun practising their cricketing skills.  
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Decorating Day 

On Wednesday 4th December, we enjoyed a 

wonderful day as a whole school.  The children were 

divided into groups of all ages 

and spent the day working with 

adults from our whole school 

community.  Activities included 

cooking gingerbread biscuits, fashioning wreaths out of 

rags or paper, painting beautiful designs onto jam jars, 

designing Christmas wrapping paper and practising 

sewing skills on felt baubles or Christmas puddings.  The Christmas tree in our 

school hall looks beautiful, now the children have adorned it with their 

fantastic creations! 

Christingle 

The whole school visited the church for our 

annual Children’s Society Christingle Service.  We 

were joined by parents, siblings, grandparents and 

Governors.  The children sang beautifully whilst 

they carefully held their christingles, which they 

had made earlier in the day.  We raised £73.85 for 

the Children’s Society. 

Co-opted school governors wanted - Are you interested in becoming a 
school governor at your local school? 
  
We would really welcome members of the community who don’t have 
children at the school at the moment, to come and see what it would be like 
to become a school governor.  Please come to meet the Chair of Governors to 
find out more about being a governor and look round the school with one of 
our two Co-Heads. 
  
We are looking for those who are interested in education and its provision, 
along with experience of business; this could help support the full governing 
body in its strategic role in the school. 
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Table Tennis 

Table tennis in Furneux Pelham all began just over two years ago when 

I spotted a table tennis table in the village hall and thought that it 

would be a good idea if we could start table tennis sessions in the 

village hall, so on November 10 2017 we had the very first session with 

a small group of us and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 

When we started, the “Forever Active” scheme (which was aimed at 

the over 55s to keep them active) run by East Herts District council, 

was in operation. This meant that we were given a coach, free of 

charge, together with a supply of bats and balls. After a while, as the 

original table tennis table was getting past its best, we applied, 

successfully, for a new one. As our numbers grew we were in need of a 

second table, which we duly applied for, and we now have two very 

good tables. 

About a year ago the Forever Active scheme was terminated, but we 

have kept our coach on and we are doing very well with anything from 

six or seven of us and up to twelve or so playing each week. There is 

always plenty of laughter, but we all try to improve our game with the 

aid of our coach Philip as well as having fun, which we certainly do. 

Last year Philip persuaded us to take part in the league, which some of 

us did. We didn’t do very well, but we played against lovely people who 

were very kind to us, so it was enjoyable, despite being very 

challenging. This year we are doing better, so we are obviously 

improving. 

We play every Friday from 11.30am till 1.30pm. There is a charge of £3 

per session and there is no need to book, just come along. Beginners 

are very welcome. 

We are going to have an evening session as well, starting on January 7 

at 7.30pm for 2 hours. Do come along to that and the charges will be 

£3 each person per session. At the moment there will not be a coach, 
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but if we have enough people and there is a demand for it, I am sure 

that we can look to finding a coach. 

Tuesday evenings are the days that we sometimes have a home league 

match, so there will not be any regular table tennis on those evenings, 

which are, February 11, 25 and March 24. 

Contact Janet Birch at janet@thebirches.net or on 01279 777328 

 

Stocking Pelham Playground Project 

For many years the Stocking Pelham recreation ground (cricket pitch) 

has been without playground equipment and though during the period 

much talk and no action to install new apparatus with nothing 

happening until now! 

In a joint project between the Parish Council and Village Hall 

Committee it was decided to look into the various possibilities of such a 

venture the news of which has been greeted with much enthusiasm by 

young mums. 

Councillor Louise Balaam was tasked with the job of finding suppliers 

and grant money which resulted in a meeting on site in November with 

Peter Harrington a representative of Rhino Play Ltd who specialise in 

school and public play equipment. 

Together with Louise, Parish Chairman Mike Hutchins, Councillor Andy 

Brown and Parish Clerk Riikka Berthoud and Rhino rep Peter went over 

various options for different equipment, safety features and grant 

possibilities.  

A subcommittee featuring the above headed by Louise and joined by 

Sarah Hutchins and Bridget Hitchcock has been created so watch this 

space! Any young mums who feel they would like to help the 

committee please contact myself or Louise. 
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The Brewery Tap 

Congratulations to The Brewery Tap on a wonderful first year. The Tap 

is truly “our village pub”. Lovely inside and out. Catering for all with a 

with a warm welcome, friendly smile, happy dogs, fabulous cakes and 

good food. 

Well done Lucy, Ebe and team. 

Linda Gale 

 

 

Historical note – the Brewery Tap first opened its doors in 1870, so 

2020 will be its 150th anniversary…….. 
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A notable resident of Furneux Pelham… 
 

Earlier in this issue, we mentioned H.G. Wells’ visit to the Cock Inn, Stocking 

Pelham. The other Pelhams have had their share of notable visitors or residents. 

 

Near the tower of Furneux Pelham church, there is a solitary cross to the west, 

the memorial to Thomas Hoblyn (1778-1860). The inscription is small, and hard 

to read, demonstrating the difficulty of carving in granite. The granite is not local 

– it comes from Cornwall, as did Thomas. He lived at Whitebarns from the 1830s 

until his death. 

 

Thomas came from a well-connected family of landowners, but seems to have 

found his niche in the colonial government in India. On returning to England, he 

worked at the Treasury, living in Sloane Street with his first wife. He was a man 

of broad literary and scientific interests, and was elected a Fellow of the Royal 

Society, joining the elite of the country’s scientists, in 1811. In 1815, he won 

both the Society’s Gold and Silver Medals, for devising methods of refining 

coconut oil, and rice, and importing both of these from Ceylon to the UK.  

 

Perhaps his literary interests had brought him into the company of the renowned 

author Jane Austen, who was staying in the same street at various times 

between 1811 and 1814. Indeed, Mrs Hoblyn invited Jane to dinner; but in a 

letter to her sister Cassandra, Jane mentions that she has politely refused, but 

would call upon Mrs Hoblyn the following day.  

 

After the death of his first wife in London, Thomas married Ann Sarah Hallam, 

the daughter of George Hallam of Whitebarns, in 1835. In 1836, they celebrated 

the birth of a son, Thomas Hallam Hoblyn. Three years earlier, Ann Sarah’s 

brother, George Walsh Hallam, living at Brent Pelham Hall, had also fathered a 

son, George.  

 

The census for 1851 tells us that Thomas Hoblyn was living at Whitebarns with 

Ann Sarah, looked after by seven servants. He had risen to become Chief Clerk 

of Her Majesty’s Treasury. His son Thomas Hallam Hoblyn was at Eton, and 

about to enter Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

 

The Indian Wars in the 1850s were to have a profound effect on both the Hallam 

and Hoblyn families. The two cousins, Thomas Hallam, and George, both joined 

the army as junior officers. George died in Jullunder in September 1857, sending 

a poignant last letter home to his mother, in which he signs off by saying ‘I am 

so tired of writing’. His fellow officers raised funds for a memorial tablet in the 
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chancel in Furneux Pelham church. In contrast, Thomas survived, but had 

contracted dysentery at the siege of Lucknow, and was never to fully recover. 

 

Thomas Hoblyn senior died in 1860. 

 

His son Thomas still had a moment of history to come. After marrying Elizabeth 

Meux in 1859, they had moved into a furnished cottage on Patmore Heath, and 

Thomas - when well – resumed his interest in cricket, playing occasionally when 

his military duties allowed. Early in 1863, these duties sent him to Corfu. But in 

the spring, he returned, perhaps rejuvenated by the Mediterranean climate.  

 

In May, he was selected by the MCC to play against Cambridge University at 

Fenners. In a two-day game, with four balls in each over, the University players 

batted first and were dismissed for 79. MCC then batted and posted a score of 

171, although Thomas, batting at number ten, was unable to trouble the scorers 

before being bowled. With a first innings lead of 92, MCC dismissed the 

University, this time for 86, thus winning the game by an innings and six runs.  

 

That was the beginning and the end of Thomas’ first-class cricket career but 

notable feats on the pitch continue to this day and will feature occasionally in 

later issues…….. 

 

Stephen Bratt for Furneux Pelham History Group 

 

The Pelhams would like to know about any sporting achievements 

by local teams and individuals, with or without pictures, for future! 

editions. Thank you 

 

 

 

 

Hertfordshire’s chalk streams are in a dire state, despite the recent rain. In 

their natural state chalk streams are predominantly fed by springs from 

the chalk aquifer and it will take significant rainfall throughout the winter 

to begin to recharge this reserve.  
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Chalk streams are an incredibly important and globally rare environment 

with a unique ecology. There are no more than 200 of these streams and 

rivers in the world, six of them are in Hertfordshire, they include the 

Rivers Rib, Quin and Ash. 

The Rib rises close to the village of Buckland, runs south, before reaching 

Braughing, Standon and Puckeridge. Continuing south it divides the 

villages of Thundridge and Westmill before joining the River Lea between 

Hertford and Ware. The Quin rises near Cokenach and flows near 

Barkway, Hormead, Hare Street and joins the Rib near Braughing. 

Concern over the state and future of our chalk streams led to the 

formation, in 2018, of the Friends of the River Rib, now renamed Friends 

of the Rib and Quin (FORQ). FORQ joins groups across Hertfordshire and 

further afield, campaigning to improve the state of these precious and 

dying chalk stream environments.  

FORQ will be working with Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust, town and 

parish councils and landowners to survey the rivers and benchmark the 

species in the Rib and Quin. This data will be added to that obtained by 

the riverfly and invertebrate monitoring work undertaken at various 

points along the river Rib in 2018. As a result of this benchmarking we will 

be able to identify ways to improve the river environment.  

We will also, in conjunction with the other Hertfordshire river groups, be 

lobbying government departments, agencies and politicians to progress 

solutions to increase the volume of water that runs in our rivers by 

addressing the fundamental issues of over abstraction in an area of the 

country that has high population and low rainfall.  

The River Ash, which flows through the Pelhams is another of 

Hertfordshire’s Chalk Streams, FORQ would love to hear from people 

concerned about the River Ash. There is more information on our website, 

where you can also join our email newsletter list. We would love to have 

you with us, please see www.friendsoftherib.wordpress.com or email 

FORQcomms@gmail.com  

 

http://www.friendsoftherib.wordpress.com/
mailto:FORQcomms@gmail.com
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ECHO 

Hertfordshire Police have a new public feedback service – ECHO – 

which aims to give communities the opportunity to tell them what 

matters most to them about policing in their local area. 

More information is available on the Hertfordshire Constabulary 

website (https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-

involved/echo), including how to submit your comments. 

Echo must not be used to report crime. If you want to report a crime 

or anti-social behaviour, contact Hertfordshire Constabulary via the 

101 service, website or, in an emergency, by dialling 999. 

https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 
 

The logo of the Hundred Parishes Society includes birds and trees 

surrounding a church spire. This tranquil scene, a wood engraving by Eric 

Ravilious, captures the sights and sounds of the countryside, hinting at church 

bells, wind in the treetops and bird song.  
 

During a wintry walk as you scan the horizon you may spy a variety of birds. 

Mixed flocks of noisy corvids, especially rooks and 

jackdaws, deftly execute their aerial acrobatics in 

blustery conditions. The larger ravens are increasing in 

number and you may hear their gurgling croaks which 

carry far on the wind.   
 

Mature circle-soaring buzzards are patrolling their 

territories.  Hovering kestrels are searching for food. You 

may also see a red kite with a forked tail and wingspan of 

nearly 6 feet (1.8 metres).    
 

As a tractor cuts furrows in the damp ground, the corvids 

are frequently joined by noisy groups of gulls eager to feast on worms and 

other soil invertebrates. Farmers do what they can to discourage unwelcome 

flocks of vegetarian woodpigeons as they attack their precious crops.  
 

Mixed parties of tits keep in touch as they flit among branches searching for 

insect food.  Robins sing and a mistle thrush may proclaim his presence from 

a lofty perch. In a sunny sheltered spot, starlings whistle merrily. 
 

As you walk, a snap of a twig or the squelch of your boot in the wet mud 

reveals your presence and a startled pheasant or blackbird may sound an 

urgent alarm call. 
 

All too often, the background noise of vehicles, sirens and aircraft can 

intrude, but it is still possible to find locations where the natural sounds take 

centre stage. I encourage you to experience the sights and sounds of the 

countryside.  www.hundredparishes.org.uk offers a choice of winter walks. 
 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

 

 

Please send us 

a description 

of your 

favourite 

walks in 

Furneux 

Pelham and 

Stocking 

Pelham. 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

